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Social and Emotional Characteristics and Issues of Gifted Children 
Monday, April 18th, 2011 

Creekside Elementary School Cafeteria 
6:00 PM 

This presentation will describe the cognitive characteristics of gifted children and associated (possibly problematic) 
behavioral manifestations of those characteristics in schools.  The social and emotional characteristics, including the 
Dabrowski areas of heightened sensitivities, will also be explained.  The interactions of these cognitive and affective 
characteristics may result in perfectionism, underachievement, loneliness, and identity issues.  Tips will be given for 
parents and teachers in avoiding issues and assisting positive development.  

 
Interacting with the Sensitive Gifted Child:  What You Say Matters 

Thursday, May 12th, 2011 
Creekside Elementary School Cafeteria 

6:00 PM 
This presentation extends the previous session by examining the intensity and sensitivity of the gifted and how what we 
say shapes their view of themselves and our relationships with them.  It is clear that comments such as:  “You are too 
sensitive,”  “You shouldn’t let that bother you,”  “You are such a nerd,”  “You’re so smart, why don’t you know the 
answer to this?” “Why aren’t you more like your sister?” and “You read too much,” may lead gifted individuals to 
conclude that there is something wrong with them or that they are not normal or acceptable for who they are.  It is also 
true that parents and teachers can make well-meaning comments that can be misinterpreted by gifted children, leading 
to the development of potentially problematic issues such as perfectionism, denying preferred career interests, sibling 
comparisons, or withholding feelings on sensitive issues. This session will examine common situations and discuss the 
impact of comments, sometimes well meaning, on sensitive gifted individuals. Recommendations of responses that are 
more likely to foster positive development in the gifted will be shared.  
 

About our presenters: 
Kristie Speirs Neumeister, Ph.D. is an Associate Professor in Educational Psychology at Ball State University where she 
directs the Gifted Licensure series and teaches graduate courses in Educational Psychology relating to gifted education. 
She also provides professional development for the Indiana Department of Education in the area of High Ability 
Education.  She is President-elect of the Indiana Association for the Gifted and served on the Board of the Council for 
Exceptional Children: The Association for the Gifted (CEC:TAG). Her research interests center on the social and 
emotional needs of gifted students.  She and her husband are the parents of a gifted third grader,  twin toddlers, and a 
newly adopted 1 year old daughter from China. 
 
Virginia H. Burney, Ph.D. teaches graduate courses at Ball State University in Educational Psychology relating to gifted 
education.  She is a consultant to the Indiana Department of Education on matters related to High Ability Education.  
She has worked K-12 as a principal, school counselor, guidance director, math teacher, and school board member.  
Ginny is a past president of the Indiana Association for the Gifted and served 5 years on the Board of the National 
Association for Gifted Children.  She and her husband are the parents of three gifted children, now young adults.  


